
 

Nominating Committee Selects Three Candidates 
 

The Nominating Committee for Thrivent Federal Credit Union’s 2018 Election has nominated the 
following candidates for three open positions on the board of directors. There are three seats up for 
election that have regular three year terms. Please review their business and life skills and how their 
leadership can contribute to the oversight of the credit union and to our mission. Please note that 
you are not being asked to vote at this time.  
 
C. Jeffrey Wright 
Chief Executive Officer 
Urban Ministries, Inc. 
 
Carl Jeffrey Wright is chief executive officer of UMI (Urban Ministries, Inc.), the largest independent 
African American religious media firm. UMI has been the leader in independent 
(nondenominationally affiliated) African American Christian media content for over 40 years. The 
magazines, books, Sunday school and vacation Bible school curriculum, videos, DVDs, music, and 
crafts produced by UMI have been used in over 40,000 African American churches. The company’s 
unique Christian education curriculum, which is specifically contextualized for the African American 
audience, is used in over 10,000 churches weekly for Bible study. UMI publishes resources on an 
exclusive or semi-exclusive basis for over a dozen denominations. 
 
Jeff Wright spent over 15 years in the Fortune 50 companies Johnson & Johnson and Bristol-Myers 
Squibb, where his last position was vice president for corporate development for its consumer 
businesses. Jeff has been a licensed minister in the Baptist church since 1988. 
 
A lawyer, Jeff is a graduate of Georgetown University Law Center and a member of the 
Pennsylvania bar and the US Supreme Court bar. He has an MBA in Finance from Columbia 
University Graduate School of Business and graduated with honors from Fisk University. He 
completed additional study in the Harvard Law School Program of Instruction for Lawyers and the 
Wharton School in business development, and he taught jurisprudence and ethics at the graduate 
level in Indiana at the University of Evansville for four years. He has also done postgraduate work in 
religious studies and church administration at Trinity Theological Seminary in Indiana. He is the 
author of the book and curriculum God’s Vision or Television? How Television Influences What We 
Believe, and a contributing author to the book Nonprofit Leadership in a For Profit World. 
 
Jeff serves on the boards of several organizations and is the board chairman of Circle Y Ranch, 
Bangor, Michigan, one of the few African American owned and operated Christian camps in the 
country. Jeff has four children and is married to Lakita Garth, the noted social commentator, media 
consultant, and professional entertainer. 
 
Beth A. Lewis 
President and CEO 
1517 Media 
 
Beth is the President & CEO of 1517 Media (Augsburg Fortress), the ministry of publishing of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 
Beth has worked for Time Warner, McGraw-Hill and Times Mirror. In 1998, she acquired Computer 
Coach, Inc. in Boca Raton, Florida. In August 2002, Beth became President & CEO of 1517 Media. 
She has led the staff in turning the organization from a money-losing company to one that is 
financially stable and sustainable. In 2009, they launched Sparkhouse, an ecumenical faith 



 

formation resources publishing venture. In 2015, Sparkhouse Family was started to provide faith 
formation resources for young families at home.  
 
In 2015, the organization was named one of the Top Workplaces in Minnesota by the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune and she was recognized with the Women in Business Award by the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Business Journal. Beth is a popular keynote speaker and teacher in both Lutheran and ecumenical 
gatherings. She is a Past-President of the Protestant Church-Owned Publishers Association  and 
serves as Secretary and is on the Executive Committee for the Luther Seminary Board of Directors. 
 
Beth is married to the Rev. Dr. Richard (Rick) Rouse. They are members of Calvary Lutheran Church 
in south Minneapolis. Beth and Rick have three adult children and five grandchildren. 
 
Patricia M. Tilton 
Independent Financial Consultant 
 
As an independent financial consultant, Pat Tilton offers services related to accounting, financial, 
and operational issues and assessments. She offers expert services in disputes related to 
operational, valuation, and accounting issues. Previously, Pat worked for 25 years for KPMG LLP. 
She retired as a partner in 2009 and as a partner consultant in 2011. 
 
Pat has extensive experience in financial and operational audits, risk management, litigation and 
investigations, financial and operational assessments and reengineering, and merger/acquisition 
due diligence. In addition, Pat worked with audit committees and internal audit groups in areas of 
emerging trends and various educational topics. 
 
She serves on the Board of Directors for Coffee House Press, a not-for-profit literary press. She is 
involved with ACT on Alzheimer's, is a past board member and treasurer of James Sewell Ballet, and 
past chair of the Corporate Arts Team Committee of the Minneapolis Institute of the Arts. 
 
A licensed certified public accountant (CPA) license, Pat holds a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Siena College, Loudonville, New York. She is a member of the National Association of Corporate 
Directors, American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and Minnesota Society of CPAs. 
 
Pat lives in Plymouth, Minnesota. 
 


